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© 3--'TheStarures, or that part. of the Law which contains Ordi- 
- nancesof Worſhip, 1 intend not tg ſpeak unto ;, bur the Judgements, 
- or thar parrof. the Law which contains Ordinances of Juſtice, falls un- 
- der my Conlideration./ | 
THT y The Obedience which requires-unto that art of the Law 
which contains Ordinances of ce, is variouſly phraſed” in Scrip- 
rures ; Sometimes keeping Judgement, Hoſea x2, 6. Somerimes keep= 
«-Angand doing Gods Judgements, 'Ezthe! 20, 19, Sometimes keeping 
- Judgement and doing Rightcoulnefle, 2jal., 106. 3. Somerimes ex- 
:11ecuring Gods Jugdements, 1 Kings 6. 12, moft frequently execucing 
- Judgement and Juſtice, Fer, 7. 5. {9-05 12, | | 
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5. Theexecution of Judgement and Juſtice, is commicted partly 
ro rhe People, partly to t Magiſtrates ; wherein -borth-accordiag to 
theirftations, are to bear a ſhare. I need not take the pains to prove 
that ir i3the ary, comm duty to execute ] nt and Juſtice; becauſe 
none deny that, but few underſtand, or.atleaſt confider, that the Lord 
requires ir of the People, they are ready to ſay that Jultice belongs to 
the Magiſtrate, if he perform his Duty iris well, if nor he alone thall 
bear ic; but alas, rhey ire miſtaken, the Lord will require ic of you, 
and me, and every particular perſon, that we perform our part in the 
executian of Juſtice. , | 

'The Lord Joynes' the King and People rogether in one Commiſſion, 
and cbtymands the People as well as 'the King to execute Judgement 
and Righreoufneſſe, and deliver rhe ſpoyled our'of the hand of the op- 
preſſor, Fer. 22. —_—_—— wh) when © Amen Zecha, 7.50 10. 
the Lord Corttniands' all the le-ro Execute. Judgement, ' 

Bur becaitſe Iwould be as plain as I can, *ro-accommodate my ſelf ro 
pred r-—r-arpoe; 1-4 the meanef,: Tſhall mention afew general Rules 
out of the Law of God; which will in ſome meaſure 'inftrut us, whar 
is the part of the Magiſtrate, andwhar the part of. the People, in the 
execution of. Judgement ; Iſhall begin with the Magiſtrates part. 

1, The Magiltrates part,'is to hear af Cauſes that are brought be-. 
fore them, Dex. 1,16. 1 ———— udges at that time ſaying, hear 
the'cauſes between your Brethren, and verſe x7 -he rells themuthe, man- 
ner how ; Imparrially, ye ſhall nor reſpe& perſons; Couragiauſly, ye 
ſhall not fear the face of man; to which may add diligencly, Dext, 19, 
18, The Judges were not flighrly and carelefly ro turn» oft matters of 
Juſtice, but ro be diligent in enquiring our the Truth, and the Law of 

* God requires two Wirnefles ar leaſt for the proof of any crime where- 

" withany one is charged, Dext.'19. 15. 

2, Afcer the Magiſtrate hath thus couragioully, impartially and di- 

" tigently heard che cauſe, he is ro ſhew che People whar the Sentence of 
the Law of God isin that caſe, Dewt. 17. 9. the ſudge muſt ſhew rhe 

' People the Senrence of Judgenint, rhar is, afrer he hath heard the mar- 
rer of Fa&t,, he is ro declare what Sentence the Law of God hath de- 
"termined therein ; And'this isthe meaning of-Prov, 16. rv. + A Divine 
' Sentence 1s-in the lips of the King, his moth; tranſgreſſerh nov in 
Judgement, -that 1s, the King is intruſted wich the Execution-of 
God; Law, from which he delivers a Divine Sentence, - and: his 
mouth Tranſgreffeth-nort in Judgement , ſo lonp-' as he keeps. ro 
Gods Faw. and delivers a Divine Sentence our” of ic; +Bur ro- afirm 
s ſome of rhe Prelates do, that whatſoever Sentence the King gives is 

* 4 Divine Sentence, is down-right Blaſphemy, 3. The 


2 TheMagiſtrateistogive CO ahend rhatche Sentence of : Gods 
Law be put in Execution , Numb. 25, bl Exod. 32» 25, 26. Levit. 
24: 23. Md'4 Commanded the Peoy'e-to bring forth the Mle- 


is ro-eauſe the Malefaor to lye down before his Face, and be. 


bearer according'to his demerit. 

The Majiltrate is towarn the People to take heed of Tranſ+ 
greſting the Law of God, a Chron. 19. 1. Num. 16. 26. to 
Charge and Erxhort them to obſerve the Law of God, thac 
thereby Sin and Wrath may be prevented. 

2. ThePeoples parc in the Execution of Judgement. 

1. The People are to bring their Cauſes before the Ma- 
giftrate, Numbers 1<; 33. Dent. 21, 19, 20. The Parents of « 
Stubborn Son were to bring him before the Elders; Many 
oihes. places I could mention for this, but I ſuppoſe-it need- 
lefle, for ifthe Magiſtrate wuſt hear the Cauſes, the people mul} 
needs bring them before him. 

2, The People are co Witneſſe the Truth unto the Vagi- 
ſtrate, Exod. 23. 1. Dent. 5, 30. and the fame- Puniſhment 
is to be Intifted on a falſe Wirneſſe, that ſhould have becn 
on the party accuſed , if che Wicneſle had been True, Det. : 9. 
17. to 22 

3. The People are to demgnd Juſtice from the Magiſtrate, 
Iſs, $9. 4+ It is not only the Pcoples priviledge, bur duty, to 
call for ſuſtice, chat the Law of God may be executed. The 
People ſhould nor ftand by and fee Juftice perverted, and the 
Law of God violated', and peſſe it over in Silence-; bur 0 
ſhew their Zeal for the Law of God, Love co Juſtice, and va- 
lour for the Truth, ftand up and call for Juſtice, and plead 
for the Truch. This is one part of the Peoples Darcy, co be 
valiant for the Truth, Jer. 9. 2. Ic is the flaviſhnefle of che 
peoples Spirits which makes wicked Rulers ſo bold, to pexverc 
Juſtice, and -make void the Law of God. The people ſtand 
by end keep filence, no mancallech for Juſtice, neicher is chere 
any valiant for the Truth, 

4. The'People are ro do according to the ſentence of the Law, 
which the Magittrates ſhews them, Dem. 17. 1x, 12, according to the 
Sentence of 'the Law which they ſhall teachthee, and according ro the 
judgement which rhey ſhall relt thee thou ſhale do; The Judge nwft 
give Sentence aceording to the Law of God, and the People muſt do 
according to the Sentence of the Law, not whar ever Sentence the 

A 2 Judge 
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Judge gives, if he Juſtifie the Wicked and condemn the Right ecus, 
ut according ro-the ſentence of the Law, 

. Bur whar if che Magiſtrate pervert Juſtice, violate the Law 

of God, oppreſle the Innocent, ler the guilty go free, puniſh thoſe thar 

do well, praiſe thoſe that doevil, what is che Peoples dury in this caſe? 

Anſw. 1. Their duty is to Execute Judgement and Juſtice without 
the Magiſtrate. : ' 

2. cir duty is to execute Judgement and Juſtice upon him, To 
each in order. | 

1. If Magiſtrates pervert Juſtice, ic is the duty of the People to ex- 
ecure Juſtice wichout chem, which I prove by theſe Arguments, 

1, Becauſe the People have as - a Command and as plain a 
Commillion from God ro execute Judgement as the Magiltrare, Zech. 
7.5. and g, verſes compared, all che People of the Land are comman- 
ded ro execute true Judgement, Zech: $. 13. and 16. verſes compared, 
the Lord commands the houſe of Iſrael and the houſe of Fudahb ro ex- 
ecute the judgement of Truth and peace in their Gares ; he ſpeaks not 
ro the houſe of the King, bur ro the whole houſe of Iſrael ; and indeed 
the chiefeſt part of the execution of Juſtice belongs ro che People, by the 
Law of God ; for the Judge or Magiſtrate was ro teach and ell the peo- 
ple what was the ſentence of the Law, bur the People had the execu- 
tive power of the Law,they were roexecure rhe ſenrence, Dext, 17.11. 
bur / an I may proceed diſtintly in this great point, The execution of 
Juſtice conlilts of gyo parts, Puniſhing the wicked, and ProreCting 
the good, both theſe parts belong to the People. 

1, ThePeople were to inflitt puniſhment on the Malefator, as is 
evident by theſe and many other Scriptures, Dew, 13. 9. all the People 
were to ſtone an Idolater, Levir. 20. 2, all rhe People of the Land were 
to ſtone him that had given his ſeed ro Mlocb ; all rhe People were ro 
pur ro death him tha had ſerved other gods, Dewt. 17. 7. all the Con- 
gregation were to ſtone the Blaſphemer, Levit. 24. 16. all che Congre- 
gation put to death the Sabvbarh-breaker , Numb, 15. 35, 36. The 
Children of Iſrael were commanded to put the Leper out of rhe Camp, 
Numb, 5.2. 4. all the men of the Ciry were to pur to dearh the ſtubborn 
Son, Deut. 21. 21, all Iſrael toned Achan, Fyſhuz 7. 25. 

' 2. Asthe People are commanded toinflit puniſhment ow Tranſ- 
greſſors, fo are they commanded to defend rhe Innocent, and deliver 
the oppreſſed our of rhe hands of thoſe that oppreſle them, Numb, 35, 
24.25, the Congregation were to judge berween the (layer and the 
avenger of blood, according ro the Judgemenrs God had made, and to 
deliver the flayer, if he had nor deſerved death; therefore rhe Lord 
| commands 


eommands not-enly the King atid his Servants, but the People alfo to 
execute Judgement, and deliver the ſpoiled our of the hand of che 
ry Jo 22. 2, 3. Thus Jay 1. 10: and 17. verſes com i thi 
Ford commands rhe People to relieve che opprefied. You fee it is ve« 
. ry manifeſt that the People are commanded ro execute Judgement as 
well as the Magiſtrate ; if therefore the Magiſtrate neglect his duty,the 
People are not to'negle theirs, but ro obeythe command of God who 
requires them to execure Judgement, The Lord commands the Ma- 
giſtrate ro execute Judgement, and relieve the oppreſſed, he will nor 
obey this command, bur oppreſſech the Innocenr, and perverts Judges 
ment ; what then? muſt the People negleR their dury, becauſe the Ma- 
:iſtrace dorh neglet his? no ſuch thing, the Lord fayes tothe People, 
xecute ye Fudgement, and deliver the ſpoyter out of the hand of the oppreſſor, 
Fer. 22.3. And think you the Magiſtrates negle* of his dury will be 
any plea at the day of Judgement for the neglett of theirs? The Peos 
ple are not to follow the unjuſt wayes of the Magiſtrate, but ro follow 
that which is alrogecher juſt, Dent. 16. 20. 

2, - If the Lord hath threatned rhe People for not executing his 
Judgements, then ir is rheir duty to do ir; bur the Lord hath threac- 
ned the People for nor executing his Judgements, Ezek, 11. 5.& 12.v. 
compared, the Lord threatens ro execute ſJudgements upon rhe houfe 
of Iſrael, becauſe they had not execured his Judgements, Ezek. 20. 24. 
becauſe the People had nor execured Gods Judgements, he ſcattered 
them among the heathen, and delivered them into the hand of ſuch 
wicked Rulers, as made Statutes that werenor good, and Judgements 
whereby they could nor live, Fer. 5. 1. The Lord ſayes run ye to and 
fro the ftrects of Feruſalem, and ſee if ye can find a man that execttteth 
Fndgement, and I will pardon it : The Prophet goes to the poor, verſe 
4. but none of them execured Judgement ; rake notice, thar the Lord 
requires the exceution of Juſtice as well of the poor and mean men, as 
of the rich and great men; he goes to the great men, bur they negle- 
Red ir al(o, verſe 5. Whar follows ? God will be avenged on them all, 
even the whole Nation : a Lion cat of the Foreſt ſhall ſlay them, a Wolfe 
of the evening ſhall ſpoyl them, a Leopara ſhall watch over their Cities, every 
one that goeth out ſhall be torn in pieces, verl. 6, and ſhall not my ſoul be 4- 
renged on ſuch a Nation as this * verſe g, Sb Fer.5. 28, 29. becauſe rhe 
Nation did negle& ro do Juſtice for the fatherlefſe, and right the needy, 
the Lord (ayes, his ſoul ſhall be avenged on the Nation. Yea, we find 
expreſly, rhar the fierce anger of the Lord was poured out on Fernſalene 
for the {ins of her Prophers and Prieſts, that had ſhed innocent blood in 
th: midſt of her, Lament, 4.11,t0 14, You will ſay, why ſhould Fe- 
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aj chowhalt Cffered To euch 
this ſaith the Lord unto yon, 
O ye ws 1" of Lydon, that enter inby her gates, Execiite ye Judge- 
ment and Riglteouſnefle, and deliver the'{poyled out of the hands of 


ſpilt it, but of thoſerhac ſiiflerecl ir, 
Fake notice I beſeech you of that 
place, Prov, 24.11, 12, If thou forbear.to deliver theni that aft drawn unto 
death, and thoſe that are ready to beflain, if thou ſay behold wt knew it not, 
doth not he that pondereth the 4x conſider it ? andbe that Reepeth thy ſoul 
doth not he know it ? and ſhall not be render to every man according to his 
works ? 

O how nnich Innocent blood might this City have ſaved, if rhey had 
not forborn ro deliver ſuch as have dk; unjuſtly Savin rodeath? eve- 
ry one is ready to excuſe himſelf and pyt ir off, as if b were not con- 
cerned in the execurion of Juſtice, and when the Rulers ſhed Innocent 
blood, to ſay I know it not; Iam not ſure that the Rulers put men 
rodeath unjuſtly, for ought I know they may have deſerved death , ic 
appertains not ro us tonndle wich what our Governours do but ſurel 
the Lord knows and will require Innocent blood at the hands of thofe 
who ſuffered it tobe ſhed, as well as of thoſe who ſpilt it. Jer/alem 
faid Iam innocent, and therefore ſurely his anger ſhall turn away from 
me; and yet the Lord found the blood of the poor Innocent in her 
$kirts, Fer, 2. 34, 35. | 

You ſee then w + Joomcnts the Lord threatens toInflic, yea hath 
inflited on the People for not Executinghis Judgements, which is an 
infallible Argument, that it is the Peoples qury to doit; and indeed ic 
is one of the ſcarlet fins of this Nation that the Pedple; ſuffer their 
Rulers to pervert Juſtice, and oppreffe the Innocent, aid fotbear to 
deliver thoſe hat gre drawn to death.  Hethar doth net hinder evil 
when it is in his power doth commaic it, 'It is an undeniable Maxime, 

4 ©; 


gall, aud;the Lord ſhall anſwer, t 
-L, if rhou take away from thee the Yoak, &c, If wicked Riſers will 
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.mian from nother, if it1ye in his powet, is 
-piltyof t;.and iris the ſame in Pyblick Caſes, for if the Pele will 
Innocent ro be ſhed when they tuay hinder ir, rhey afe 


gviley of, ic before the Lord. 
. 13+ If.the Lord hath made pramiſes of Grace and Favour to the 


a - 7 
y au. Ge « man cum: f KL z- Inprivate Cauſes he that doth 
DE iber a Lig 


-Pegple,. upon this Condition that they execute Judgement, it 1s their 


;ducy to do ic : But the former is: true, therefore the latrer, Fer. 7. 


-the 2.5. and z,verſes compared. Hear che Word of the Lord all ye of 
t Frith. if. ye thrqughly amend your wayes, if ye throughly execute 


udgement between a man and his Neighbour, then will 1 cauſe you 


.redlwell in chis Land for ever. .So-7a. 58, 1, to 10. the Lord ſpeaks 


to the Pope the Nariqn, yerie 1, and 2., and tells them he reaſon 
why their eligious ties, were not Acce ted ; they faſted, and took 


delight in, approaching ro God, buy Ggd took no delight in chem vr 


their-duries of Worſhip, becauſe they neple&ed the execttitiori of 
J udgement; , and ered aoehe Lord tells PT wart Faſt rhat 
ie had choſen, to looſe the bands of Wickednefſe, and ler the op- 
preſſed gofree,,.and that ye break eyery Yoak, verſe 6. TexpeRir of 
you ſayes the Lord, that ye break every yoak : and verſe 9, he makes a 
gracious prone to hear qheir prayers, if chey did ſo; then ſhalt thou 
Bow ſhalc ery, aud he ſhall ſay here am 


lay on heavy burdens upon the ſhoulders of the oppreſſed, 'and make 


; grievous Yoaks. for, the, Innocent, and-fajchfnl of the Land, the Lord 


requires the Peaple to, break thoſe Yoaks, and takes, them away, and 
letthe-opprefſed go free 3 and whereas the Prieſts telf the People, that ic 
is Treaſon and Rgbll n ſo to do, and that Gad will be diſpleaſed 
with them ;, You ſee t 4 pier fab: a blelbng to themif tliey doit, 
he will anſwer.their prayers, and hear their cryes. Salt 

O' Eng/and how ganſt thouexpect, that ever the Loxd ſhould hear 
AY p_—__ anſwer thy cry, or ſhower down his Bleflings upon thee, 
while chou (nflereſt ſuch an Iron Yogak robe upon the neck of rhe Righ- 


 teous, while chou ſuflerell (; pug prerious Saints of whom the World 
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.; © when wik chou looſe che NLP Wickedneflſe , and undo. the 
how aiegens, gnd let the Opprefſed go free ? When wilc chow break 
every, oak, and take them away our of the midft of thee ?- then: ſhalt 
thoti call, and the Lord will anſwer and fay, heye Tam. 1s 3 
: If the People do nottake care of the Execurion of Juftice,when 
the Magiſtrate perverts ic, there is no viſible means lefe for the preſer- 
vation of a Land; For if, Tyrants may exerciſe their pleaſures uncon- 
 trouled, and none oppoſe them, thereis no hopes, bur rhar rhey will 
bring.a Land to Ruine and Deſolation ; Bur how abfurd a thing ir is . 
to athrm, that God hathexpcſed Common Wealthsto inevicable de- - 
firution, I leave to all ſober men to Judge. | 

5. . Wehave Preſidents in Scripture, of the Lords People, whohave 
Executed Judgement and Juſtice, wichour, yea contrary unto the Ma- 
giſtrares conſent ; as in that cale of Jonathan I mentioned before. Sau! 
had forn Fofizthin ſhould ſurely dye, but the People knew ic was an 
mjult Senterice, and therefore they reſcued Fonathan that he dyed not, 
. 1. Sar, 14.45. they delivered Innocent Fonathan our of the hand of 
Tyrannous Sazl. 

Sodid Ekjah and the People Execute Judgement upon the Prophets 
of Baal, and put them to death withour Ahabs conſent, 1 Kings 18. 40. 
nay yndqubtecty full ſore againſt his will, but that he knew nor how to 
hinder ir. Andif icbe Objected chac this was an extraordinary caſe, 
Elijaþ was a Prophet, and he commanded rhe People ro doir ; I An- 
ſwer, Elijah prerends not to At by any Extraordinary Commillion in 
chis Caſe, bur recommended the People ro Execute the Law of God, 
which they ought to have done before : For the Law of God required 
the People ro put todeath rhoſe that ſhould entice them ro turn away 
from the Lord, Dext. 13. 5. 9. Elijah required the People ro dono ex- 
rraordinary thing, but whar the Law of God obliged them ro. Icould 
bring ſeveral other a ro confirm this, bur in regard-they will 
xr aptly conſidered under the next particular, I ſhall demic them 
thither. 

You have ſeen what clear proof there is from the Word of God, 
that if, Magiſtrates pervert Juftice, ic is the Duty of the People to ex- 
ecute Juſtice wichour them. I come now to the ſecond Particular, To 
provethar ir is the Peoples Duty to Execute Juſtice upon the Magi- 
ftrare, as well as any other perſon, if he deſerve Puniſhment he ought 


not to be Exempred. | 
I-hayg proved before , that the Magiftrate 'is bound 't6 obſerve 


. ithe, Law of God as much as = other perſon ; ' and; that the Lord 
-. hachr commanded the People co . 


xecute his Judgernents upon the 
Tranfgreflors 


9 
Tranſgreſſors of his Law, that £ Bas to Execute Judgement up- 
on the Magiſtrate as well as any other ; Iprove thus, 

1. Becaiiſe the Law of God makes nodifference between the Ma- 
iſtrate and Others in caſe of Tranſgrefſion, but denounceth the ſame 
udgement for one thar ir doth for another ; Wharſoever the Law ſaith, 

it faith to them char are under ir, Rom. 3. 19, 

The Law contains Precepts, Promiſes, Puniſkments, but whatſoever 
it aich, it faich rothem that are under it ; The King is (asI have pro- 
ved) under the Law, therefore the Funiſhments of the Law be ſpoken 
ro him. Non dijtinguendum ubi Lex nen diſtinguit, we muſt nor diſtin- 

uith where the Law doth nor diſtinguiſh. IF ic could be proved that 
God had granted a Diſpenſarion ro Magiſtrates, ro tranſgrefſe the Law 
and gounpuniſhed, there were ſome reaſon for their immunity, but 
there is no ſuch diſpenſation granted, for rhe Lord accepreth not the 
perſon of Princes, nor regardeth the Rich more then the Poor, Fob. 
34.19. Febeſhafhat, thar Good _ acknowledgeth this, thac there is 
no reſpect of Perſons with God, 2 C hron. 19. 7. 

2, Becauſethe I ord hath exprelly forbid the People ro make any 
diſ.inftion berween the Poor and che Mighty in Judgement, Lerit. 19. 
15. Te ſhall do no Unrighteouſneſſe in Judgement, thou ſhalt not veſpeti the 
Per(on of the Poor, nor hcxour the Perſon of the Mighty, but in Righteouſneſs 


ſpa't thou Jurgethy Neighbour, The Word cranſlargl Mighty, fignities 


Kings as well as orhers, it devotes the King, Fer. 6. 13. So that this 
Scripture forbids che People ro ſhew any more Favour to the King, 
then ro others in Judgement, fo Dewt, 16. 19, 20. Thou ſhalt not reſpec 
Perſons, nor wreſt Judgement, ban that which i altogether Juſt ſhalt tbeu do, 
Now it is evident by the Comext ( if you Read rhoſe Chapters through- 
our) that this Command is given to the People. 

3. We have many prelidents in Scriprure of the Lords Peoples c- 
bedience to this command ; for they have execured Judgement upon 
kings, Princes and other mighty Perſons, according to the Law. Ir is 
obſerveble that the Lords People thewed no more reſpect unto rhoſe 
wicked Kings they overcame, then to any.of rhe common people, buc 
rather, as their fins were greater rhen the {ins of the common People, 
ſo they made them examples of greater feveriry then they did che com- 
mon people. 

They tJew five Kings of Midian, Numb. 31.8. they hanged che King 
of 4 on a rree untill even, 7 ba 8. 29, which was the mplt repreach= 
ful dearh among the Jews. 

The People rrod upon the neck of five kings, and afterward hang- 
ed chem upon a cree rill even, 7a 10, 24. 26, and many orher 
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Kings we read of afrer who had tc 22 antes, 

The People caught that bloody Tyrant Adori Bezek,, and cut off his 
thumbs and his great toes, Fudces 1.6. 

And the Lord was ſo exceedingly provoked at the parrialicy which 
Saul ſhewed, in the execution of Juſtice, when he ſpared Agag the King 
of the Amalekites, that he rejected him from being King, 1 Sam, 15. 
26, And Samnel hiniſelf executed Juſtice upon Agag, becauſe Saul had 
negleed ir, and hewed him in pieces before the Lord, verſ, 33. 

And the Lord was highly diſpleaſed with Ahab and the People for 
letting Benbadad King of Syria eſcape unpuniſhed, 1 Kings 20, 42. by 
which you may plainly fee that Kings are no more exempted from pu- 
niſhment then orher perſons, 

But becauſe I know it will be objeted, that theſe were not their own 
Kings, bur Caprives of War, I ſhall rherefore produce ſeveral exam- 
ples of the Lords Peoples executing Juſtice upon their own Kings,ac- 
cording to the Law of God. 

1, Example, Rehoboam after the diſceaſe of his Father Solomon, was 
to have ſucceeded him in the Throne, and che People were afſembled to 
make him king ; bur before they would Confticurte him, they conſulced 
how to ſecure their own Liberties, which had been much violated by 
his Father, and require him to make their grievous yoke lighter, upon 
which condition they were contenred ro accept of him for their ing, 
bur he rejets rhe Counſel of the Sage and Wiſe Counſellours, who 
adviſed him ro hearken unto the Peopte, and be their Servant, and 
ſerve them; and fullows the Advice of a company of young inconlt- 
derate Perſons, and in ſtead of farisfying rhe Peoples demands, threa-= 
rens ro tyrannitze over them, and oppreſs them, and to make thet1 
grievous yoke heavier ; to make his lictle finger rhicker then his Fa 
thers loyns, to cha{tize them with Scorpions, whereupon the People 
rejet him, and make feroboam King in his ſtead, x Kings 12, 20. the 
queſtion will be whether they did well or no ? I attirm they did well, 
and prove ir rhus, 

1. By the Equity and Juflice of the Ation and conſonancy of the 
Law of Narw2 and lighr of Reafon, which forbids free men ro ſ1fer 
themſelves ro be vaſlallized. it they can help ic, and ro ſecure rheir li- 
berties and iImmuniries, which are ihetr unuetitonable birth-right, a- 
caintt all ryranny and oppreition ; ro ſtand upon rheir own defence a- 
einit any one thar threarens ro offer violence tochem, which Rehoboan 
did afrer a moſt infolenc and incollerable manner. 

2. Byrhe congruicy this a*tton hath with the Law of the ting, 
41, 27. 20, thellaw forbids the king to lift up his heart above hi- Bre- 
thren. 


11) 
thren, Rebavoam told the People to their faces that he would not obſerve 
that Law, buc would life up himſelf above chem, ryrannize aver them, 
and opprelle chem ; whar righr therefore could he ctaim ro the Govern= 
ment who reje ted the Law thereof ? *I'was bur a Juſt and Righreous 
thing co reje*thim from being King, who did fo preſumpruoully rejet 
the Law of God. | 

3. The Lord fayes this thing is of me, not onely in a way of per- 
million, buc approbarton ; no queſtion bur the Lord forefaw this per- 
verſene(s of Kehbovoam, and therefore had promiſed ro give the King- 
dom of Iſrael, or the ten Tribes, to Feroboam beforehand, Chaprer.1r. 
35. And tis plain, that Feroboam and all the People offered ro ſubmir ro 
him and his Government:, if he would have eaſed chem from opprellt- 
on ; a moſt juſt and righreovs demand, which was their due by the 
Law of Narure and word' of God, fo that neicher did Jeroborm claim 
any Ticle ro the Crown, or the People otter to caſt off Reboboam, rill 
they formd him to be a preſimreuous timner, refolved ro Rule according 
to his lults, and contrary ro Go.ls moſt Holy Law, 

4. The Lord is {6 far from reproving the People for rhis, thar he 
vives them nor the leaſt charafter of his diſpleaſure, nci:cher would fuf- 
ter he": am to give them any reproachtful name, as Traytors or the 
like; bur forbids hinr ro go up _ hoahe againſt his Brethren. Mark 
the expre''O9n, Gud commands him to own them for Brethren, nor- 
withſt inding they had rejeted his Government, and will nor ſutfer 
him co annoy them. 

Soha: it ts evident by the Law of Gol, ani the Fra Tiſe of che Lords 
People in order co the vindicacion of that Law, that the People are nv 
fircher fiubje ted ro obedience of the Ning, then che King is to the ob- 
ſervacion of Gods Law, and faichful diſcharge of his dury to the pev- 
ple, which if he cither neglect or refiiſe, the People may juſtly refuſe 
ſubje Tron ro him, and chule another in his ſtead. 

Objet. bt zs it not ſaid the houſe of Iſrael rebe!led4 again} the houſe of 
David, 1 Kings 12 19. 

Sol, The word tranſlated Rebel is in the Hebrew %Y91 and 
comes from YVUW2 and ir properly tignilttes deficere ro fall away from, 
or to caſt off the Supremacy of any one, when ever it is uſed in relaci- 
on ro God, ic muſt needs be raken in a bad ſenſe, for tt caunor be laws- 
ful in any caſe ro fall away from or reje*t Gods Soveraignty, bur when 
it is uſed in relation ro men, it is to be interprered according to the 
nature of che defe rion or fallins away, and co rhe circumſtances of 
the place where cis uſ: 1, Now there 15 nor rtheleaft reaſon or ſhadow 
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lion is taken amongſt us ; for es [ have ſhewn before *ewas a Tuft 
and Righteons Aﬀion, agreeable to the Law of Nature and Word 
of God. What made the Tranſlators render it in the worſt ſenſe, 
1 am not cerrain, rows 5 they did it. ouc o! Ignorance, not weigh- 
ing the circumſtances of the Text, and the «&ion allo, chroughly, 
in the balance of Reaſon and Scripture, Perhaps their depen- 
dance en the Court for preferment, made them render many 
places in Scriprure in favour of an arbitrary Government, to in- 
finuate themielves into the Princes favour;-ſurel cm they have 
rendred many places to the prejudice of the Pcoples Rites, as [ 
have already ſhewen. But to conclude, the Margins of many Bi- 
bles have ir or fel/ away, andthat is the true interpretation of che 
word, which if the Tranſlators had been pleaſed to uſe, they had 
done more ſervice to Truth, and not ſhewen either ſuch 1940 - 
rance in Pulicicks, or partizltty in the Law, as to ſati:he the arm» 
bicious minds of wicked Rulers, and fright the poor peop'e with 
that dreadful diffillable Rebel ; making them believe thac a Juſt, 
honourable and neceflary.affertion of their Rites and P.iviledges 
againſt rhe encroachments of Tyranny is Rebellion. 

Iſrael fell away from Rehoboam and his poſterity, and wou'd not 
fand till while he chaſtized them with Scorpions, and the Pre- 
Jares rell us twas Rebellionto refuſe to be abuſed at his plealure, 
Rehoboam raiſes an Army, if they will not bear the burthen of his 
cruel yoke, they ſha!l feel the edge of his bloody ſword (the com- 
mon rule of Monarchs) if they will not ftand ftill and be whipr, 
chey muſt be killed; God takes rhe Peoples part, forbids him 0 
fight againſt them, commands him to own them as Brethren, 
owns this Aion, ſayes tis of me; yet if you would believe the 
Trencher-Chaplains and Courtiers, the K'ng was injured, and 
the people Rebels, Who ſees not how contrary this-is both tc the 
common ſenſe of man-kind, and the ſenſe of the place ? 

I have been the longer in anſwering this obje&ion, becauſe 1 
know it hath been a great ſtumbling-block co many, and I never 
met with any Author that fully reſolved it, 

Obje&. But doth Abijah the ſon of Rehoboam plead bis right to the 
Kingdom «of Iſrael, from the Covenant God had made to give it to David 
and bis ſeed for ever, and charged Jeroboam with Rebellion againſt 
his Lord ? and the Lord gave the Viftory to Abijah againſt Jeroboam, 
will it at follow hence that Jeroboam and the people did evil in falling 
awayfrom Rehoboam, 2 Chron, 13, 

Sol. 1 Abijahs calling Jeroboam Rebel is no proof that he was 


fo; 


(13 | 
"fo; for m_ was 2 wicked 3 walked in all che fins of his 
.. Father, 1 Kings 15, 3. one of whoſe {ins was Tyranny. Apain, he 
« ſpeaks in his own cauſe, anJtis no wonder that a wicked man fpeak- 
ing in his own cauſe would call another man Rebel, 

2. Whereas the vitory was given to 4bijab, ic was not becauſe 
Jaron rebelled againſt his: Farher and himſelf, bur becauſe he re- 

lled againſt God, he and the People of Iſrael, by falſe worſhip, for 
which the Lord puniſhed chem, 1 Kings 14. 14, 15. 

The People of! Krael had made Prieſts for the Devils, and caſt off the 
Lords Prietts, 2 Chron, 11, 14, 15. whereas F#4ab though they had 
ſinned greatly, yer not like unto Iſrael, they had the Lords Prieſts a- 
mong them, and had not ſo much pollured che Worthip of God as If- 
rael had, and truſted in the Lord for help, and therefore the Lord 
gave the victory ro them, 2 Chron. 13. 10to 19, | 

Twas not becauſe the people of Iſrael had made a falſe King (for 
they had made him King whom God had promiſed the Kingdom) bur 
becauſe they made falſe-gods that they were overcome. 

3- Whereas Abijah makes this his Plea for the Crown of J{-ael, that 
God had given the Kingdom tothe Sons of David for ever. 

I Anſwer, it was upon Condition they kept the Law of God, as the 
Lord tells: Solomon, 1 Kings 6. 12. Ifthou wilt walk, in my Statutes, and 
Execute my Judgements, then will Tperform my promiſe to thee, See allo 1 
Kings 2, 4 1 Kings 8. 25, 2 Chron. 6. 16, Pal, 152. 11,12, in 
which, and many orher places ir is evidenc, that the Promiſe of the 
Kingdome made to David and his Seed, was upon Condition thar,chey 
kepr the Law of God ; But now Solomon and his Son Rehoboam forſook 
the Law of God, and Oppreſled the People, and that Covenant did 
not oblige the People ro (bmir tothe Tyranny of Rehoboam ; For ic 
was of force no longer then the Seed of David Governed according ro 
Gods Law ; but Kehoboam told the People Preſumptuouſly thar he 
would not Rule according ro rhe Law of God, bur afrer his own luſts; 
and therefore the People were diſcharged from any ſubjeCtion to him 
or his Heirs ; for by his Tyranny he forfeired his Crown both to God 
and them, 

Objef. But the Covenant made wich Darid and his Seed ſeems ro 
be abſolute, P/alm $9. 29. to 38. That though they did break Gods 
Statutes, yer God would nor break his Covenant, nor utterly rake a- 
way his Loving Kindnefle from David, But bis Seed ſhould endure for = 
ver, and bis Throne as the Sun, 2 Sam. 7. 13.to 17. 

Sol. That Relates ro the M:ſtah who was the Son of David, and .f 
whoſe Kingdom there ſhall be no end, Luxe 1, 32, 33, God —__ 

thac 


i 


- thathe would not vitterly take Lys. tis Loving Kindneſſe from D.rid, 

which is made good in that Chriſt Jefirs was of the Sced of David w':- 
cording to the Feth, $ But this Promiſe gave not the leaſt immuniicy to 
atly of Davids Seed in caſe they Rebelled againſt the Law of God, anc 
Oppreſſed the People ; for we fee that the Lord for their Rebellions caſt 
off the Seed of David from the Government , firſt of the 10 Tribes, 
and afterwards of the other two Tribes 4 which he would never have 
done if he had made any abſolute Promiſe to Darid , But thar ever 
God ſhould make a Promiſe to Parid, that though lils Seed ſhould Re- 
bel againſt him, and Tyrannize over the People, yer they ſhould con- 
tinue i11 the Throne, is a mear fallity, and makes God a Lone, 

Objett, Bit if Reb+boamr were Jonty rejefted by the ten Tribes, 
for his Tyrariny, why was he not alſo rejeed by the other two ? 

$"l, the Scripture doth nut (et down all particular occurrences, 
neither do 1 find the reaſon of this plainly mentioned, but very pro- 
bahly this mivrhr be it s * Rehoboan might be partial, and ſhew more 
favour to Ja 1, which was his own T ribe, aud 1+ kr ony the Metrr- 
pe of theT ard, then ro the other parts of the Nation; And when 

efaw that he bad provoked the ten Tribes, thar they rejetted hi: 
Government, he wade feed ro his Chariot, and fled to Fernſalem, 
and without doubt by fair promiles ingratiated himſelf with them, fo 
that rhey were conrent to accept of him for their King ; For who can 
imagine if he had come to Jer 2/ewr and rhreatened ro chaſtize them 
with Seorpions, and make his lictle finger thicker then his Fathers 
Loyns, thar they would nor have rejeFed him alſo; and whereas it is 
ſaid, x Kings 11.36, that God would give one Tribe to Reboloam, 
that D144 might have a Livhr alway before God in Fernuſalem, we may 
conclude rhat God by his Wiſe Providence fo ordered it, that Rehoboam 
did nor give ſuch juſt occation to 7144 to rejet him, as he did to 1/- 
racl, and that alway, meant bur a dehnire time is clear, becaule afrer- 
ward che Lord took away all the Tribes, even 7u4b ic ſelf from Davids 
Poſteriry, from the rime of the Babylonith Captivicy, and never re- 
ſtored rhe Crown unto them lince, which is above two thouſand years 
palt, 
But in a Word. thatI may put a period to this Renowned Preſident 
of Tiraels Fortitude and Juſtice by applying it ro our ſelves, 

O how much more reaſon hath Erg/2znd ro rejeit rhe Houſe of rhe 
Sy xvtithen ever Tract had ro rejet the Rouſe of David £ Syrlomwon had 
opprefled them by Taxes, Rehoboan: his Sun would nor cafe them. but 
threarens to add ro their Yoak, and for this rhe People deprived rhe 
Pofteriry of Dain of the kingdom 


” 
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What a grievous yoak was pur upon our necks by this mans Father, 
js not yer forgor, the Prints remain to this Day, how he made poor 
Englmd Groan by legal Twxes, and unjuſt Exattions, Epiſcopal Ty= 
ranny, and Prelarick Encroachments, which occaſioned a bloody war, 
wherein many Myriads of men were Sacrificed ro his Luſt, and the 
Land miiferably Imporeriſhed is yer freſh in our memories ; And is not 
this Mans lictle finger thicker then his Fathers Loynes ? Doch he nor 
dayly add ro our Yoak and make it more grievous? Are we not cha- 
ſtized wich Scorpions, in ſtead of his Fathers Whips ? - Then, ſome 
faichful men that would not defile themſelves with that filthy Idolatrous 
Liturgy might be permitted to preach Publickly, now not one dares ro 
ſpeak Publickly in the Name of Jeſirs, but eicher he muſt fall down and 
worſhip that Accurſed Image, or be thrown intoa Dungeon, For- 
merly one or two perſons were piinhed at a time for refiling ro touch 
the unclean thing ; now men are halled up and down by fifiies and 
hundreds to priſons, for Praying to God, and other holy Diries, 
Wounded, SI.thed, Murthered in their Aſſemblies , where they are 
peaceably ſeeking God, ſpeaking and hea ing his Word, 

Corporations all enſlaved, ater an At of Indempnity z; O horrid 
Perfidioufheſſe ! Famons Cities Demured, left naked, as Places mart ed 
for Diſtrution when they ſeeth- ir time, Taxes c: n invally multiply- 
ed and reduplicated, neither will there be any erd, ti'l our x 0s h 
Aea'd off, The choiceſt and moſt Publick Spiriced men every day hunt- 
el wp and down by the Blood-hounds of the Court, and as faſt as they 
ger ki -m, Barberoully murdered before our faces; Intinite other En- 
ormities might be mentioned, ſich as Erypt would abhorre ; and have 
we not juſt reaſon to ſay, what Portion have we in the Srrrarts, what In- 
heritance in that Bloody and Opprefling Family? which feed themſelves 
with otir Fleſh, and fill themſelves with our Blood. Is there nor juſt 
cauſe to ſay, to thy Tents O England? and now let the Sixty fee to 
their own Hotſe, we will have an account of their Sceward-ſhip, and 
place better Stewards in their room, 

2, Fraamp, Lilna, A Town that belonged ro the Levites, and was 
more richful io God, and Zealons for his Worſhip, then the reſt of che 
Land, when Jchor im cheir Wicked King world have compelled rhem 


tofalſe Worthip, revolr from him, and rejet his Government. becauſe 


he had forſaken the Lord, 2 Chron, 21, 10,11, The Queſticm ts whes 
ther this Aſtion be commendable and unicable? Iafhrm ir, and con- 

firm it thus. 
1. The Reaſon why they fell away from him was juſt, becauſe he 
hal torſaken the Lord ; The Law of Cod required kim to embrace the 
rife 
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rot aribin Grkhdbin to commit Idolatry,: asmuch-as any of rhe 
Frogie, iche rejedts che Law of God, goes a whoring after Idols, 
and made the People do fo roo ; -and therefore rejeftii the Law of the 
King, Det, 17. was juſtly. rejeted by Libna from Reigning over 
raem, 3 

2, The Lord had commanded, that whoever did entice another 
ro Idolarry, ſhould be put co death by the People, Dext. 13.-6. to 11. 
| Feharam he did more rhen encice, for he compelled 4 and norone, but | 
E- the generalicy of the People, (who were like many now a dayes fo {la- 
- viſh as ro obey him ; ) - So.that by the Law of God he ſhould have been 
put roDeath ; Now Lihna being but one Town, and the reſt of the Na- 
rion complying wich him-in falſe worſhip, they were not able to puc 
him to deach, bur they knew charif he had by the Law of God forfeited 
his Life, he had much more forfeiced his Crown, and becauſe rhey 
could not Execute all che Judgemenr of the Law upon him, they Ex- 
ecuteas much as rhey could , and reje&t his Soveraigntie over them, 
who bad rejeted Gods Soveraigntie over him; leaving a moſt honour- y 
able memory behind chem, and an eminent Preſident of their valour 
for the Truth, Faichfulneſſe ro God, love to his Law, and Juſtice upon 
a wicked Tyrant,which the Spirit of God hath recorded, to their praiſe, 
and our imiration. 

Are we not this day compelled ro Falſe Worſhip under moſt ſevere 
Penalcies ? 1s not the Nation forced to go a whoring from God, after 
thofe Romiſh Idols, theCrofle, the Surplice, and Common Prayer, 
which all chat know any thing in that Controvertie, know, was hatchc 
at Rome, andis fraught with Superſticion, Will-Worſhip, Lyes, and -7 
Boyiſh Fopperies z More fic to £ uſed ar the May-Pole, or Play- 
Houſes, then the Spiricual and moſt Holy Worſhip of Fehovah, Bur 
becatiſe you ſhall know what Wiſe and Gody men of other Nations 
Judge of this Abominable Licurgy, and Ceremonies, together with 
the Foiſcopal Government, I ſhall mention ſome Expreſſions of Alfed, 
chat Learned and Worthy Man in the 352 page of his Chronology ; 
He ſayes the Lirurgy, or Common-Prayer-Book, which was forced 
upon the Nation, ſtrongly (melr of the Vatican, thar is, ic ſmielc ſtrong 
of Popery ; and abrogaring the Power of Miniſters introduced the ry- 
ranny of Biſhops, _—_ of Laud and his Epiſcopal Faftion (which. 
like Hy4ra are now Revived) he ſayes they endeavoured ro bring in the 
Blaſphemy of Socinws, and drunk up the Poyſon of Rome; that . Ce- 
remonies are nothing differing from them of Rome, that if any op- 
poſed theſe things, they were proſecuted as Rebells againft rhe King, 
whereupon Wars were Occaſioned ,- in which the Epiſcopal Men _ 

C- 


that poiſc þ of Abon and filrbtmefs of Foraicition which the 
Whore gives her lovers"t6drink 6f, Kev. 17, 4, © | 


-::Q'dreadfot and tremendous Judgment? that ever ſuch! 2 Nation as 
this,which hach for rwerity years together drank Sf- the pure and Cry< 
- Rial threamsof living Werzrs, I ffican the pure Worſhip of God ; * ſhonld 
' ar {iſtbe compelied to-drink 6f the Whores Poyſon! It wete far nivre 
| © honourable for us, and jultihable by the Law bf God and Prefiderts 
of Scripture, to revolr from this #horiſh Tyranny were under, thatt tb 
ſubmic- our necks to'their Remiſh Toks, ard foffer then ( tnder a pre- 
rence of Authority fro! God Y to compel the Nation t6 ſuch a out. 
marderins. Worſhip; as the Popy and Biſhops have invented. 
If there be afiy Town;Ciry or County in the three Natiohs, that wil 
begin'this Righreom arid Glorrons Work, trlay be zfſared' that their 
* Zial for Got, tis Word, Worſhip, Wayerand Poole, Love to theit Conntry, 
and Execarion of Fuſfice wyon rhtfe bloody Oppreſort, (hall ti6t 5 utire- 
warded'dy God, for utitegarded by his People, bur ſhall be celebrated 
by ity Wich Honour due to fo IVoble a2 Wrdrrtaking; and recorded 
10 their Eternal Praife, as the Spirit of God hath, this moſt renowned 
prefident of faithfal Z:41ab, for a bleſſed memorial of thent, 48 16ng as 
the Sun'atid Moon endure!” © -- wht | 
3.'Exam. eAchaliah had beeh pofteffed of the Royal Diadem, by the 
ſpace of fix years, - yer W29 hot thereby exempted from the righteous 
- ' ſentetce of God's Law': She had been a bloody Tyrant, and cauſed 
many itinocent perfans to- be murdered, artd was ttierefore guilty of 
death, by that indifpenſable. Law, G22. 9. 6. and accordingfy way put 
todeath by Tehojada arid the People, 2 King.tr: 14 to 17, The People 
Aid riot pretend to/any extraordinaty call, ro put to death 4 Tyrant and 
a Murderer'; nor doth the Sctipture fpeak a wotd of any ſuch thing ; 
nor- was Fehojada's command in it ſelf; zrty warranit tothe People to put 
to death any one ; but as a Prieſt he perfarmed his duty, iti extotiing 
the People to execute the Law of God, which they readily performed. 
Whery the People cartte to execute the Law of God) ſhe cryes out, Trea- 
ſon, Treaſon, but all-in vain ; the People were wifer than to be frighted 
from the execution of Juſtice upon her, with choſe'cheating terms, they 
valued not'thepretended ſacredneſs of her perſon, bur execute the ſ«« 
cre# Li of God upon her. 
; Obje&t. She was an Hſurper, and got the Crown frandulently, and fo 
beld it it will not follow hence; rhat one who can: {awfally torheGovern- 
ment may be depoſed or ſlain, 6 Sal, 1. 


mY 


dad: Law could REC >.; fo. 3; ee aj "42G 
more reaſon. to wag 7 Rt and Tyra 
poſſible one may. ſubtilly getinto 
and yet govern,welbafter- 
put to death-one; that was called 
prote&- them, if he falfifie his Truſt 
ref -put-to death one, Who/though he 
the ,yet doth defend them and ſeck their good. 
4 xp abjeced,. She got-the Crown by fraud, and ſo Io »o 
hawful. Ticle to the Government.,. I-put this Query 3 + 
©**Whether one that 18 in a poor, low, exiled condition,” maintained 
« by alms, living upon the charity of others, that by engaging his Faith 
<« to a Nation to give them. Liber:y of Conſcience, taking a moſt 
«ſolemn Oath to. ca77y on. Reformation accerding to the Word of God, and 
« to extrpate the Prelatical Government, gains. the. Peoples conſent to 
<« reftore him from Baniſhment, and accept him for their King ; but 
< when he is ſeated in the Throne; fallifies his Promiſe, breaks his En- 
« 920 t, violates his. Oath, yea and moſt impudently cauſes it to 
<c an ry the H n; ſets up Superſtition, takes an Idolater to 
« his Wife, brings in Popery and Idolatry into the Land, ſecretly un- 
< dermining the Proteſtant Cauſe, betrayes the Proteſtant Party into 
<< the hands of blocdy Papiſts, who murdexed ſo many hundred thou» 
«{.nds of them in Ireland, by his Father's Commifhon ; did. not by 
« fraud, lying, perjury and abominable treachery get the Crown 2- and 
« whether the People that received him for) their King, upon the ac- 
© count of his Oath and Pramiſe, may nor as lawfully r1eje& hbimy and 
« rut him-to death, for Falfity, Perjury, and the Murder of ſome hun- 
<« dreds of People ( who by his Commiſſion have been Rifled to death 
« ;n loathſom Priſons, for Conſcience ſake) as the People of 1ſrae! did 
« Athaliah ? | 
Thoſe hundreds that by his. Commitlion have been ified to death in 

Rinking Priſons, for praying, preaching, and hearing the Word of God 
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in privete, When he hath fordid them tife Pablick,, have been more cru- 
elly murdered by a lingring death, than.if they had publicklpand ſud- 
denly been.executed at. a Rake .or gallows, and are as arue Martyrs of 
Jeſus, as thoſe that were burnt in the Marian dayes, The Muxzders be , 


frands guilty of, before the Throne of God and Tribunal of the People 


of England, ( wi ate bound to avenge their Brett x:ns blood, or God - 
will | 


- 


| 
K 
| 
J 


| ot only exceeded. the. of 

$-judged-by thoſe-wha have enquired intoit 
5 mor *_ pap c1m9naee Queen Mary committed. 
Exam; 4.4 tourth Example is that of Abeziah King of Judah, who 
was put to'death by\Fehs and the People; afl:zmbled a he th-him, 
we reade not of anyeſpecial-Command they had to defiroy him. Feb 

had an Extraotdinary.Call, to cut off the houſe of Ahab, but 4h yy, 


 , was not- of his houſe or poſterity, but the grand-ſon of Jeboſhaphar, 


otly he was ſon-in-law to the houſe of Ahab, yer the Lord gives this te. 


- Rimpny concerning all tit, Fehw had done, that it was right in bis eyes, 


2 Kings 10, 30, 


ier, But how then could Ahaziah be jaftl to death, if he w 
ant ofthe baſes Ahab? jaftly pt » .3f he were 
»ſw. He was an Idolater, and walked in the wayes of the houſe of 
Aha), 2 Chr.22.3. Now whenJehs was executing Judgment upon the 
houſe of Ahab, finding A7az:aþ among them, who watked in their 
wayes, he executed Judgement upon him. alſo, according to the Law 
which ſentenced an Idolater todeath, And as the Lord was pleaſed 
wich Phineas, Plal., 106. 30. for executing Juſtice upon. a Prince of If. 
rat, though he had no ſpzcial Command for .it ; ſo was he with Feha 
for executing Jultice upon a King of J#dab without any fpectal Com. 
mand ; and not only commended, but rewarded both the ations, The 
general Command of Go1's Lay was a ſufficient warrant for Jehs, and 
the People that were with him, to put to death an Idolarer. | 
Examp. 5. Amaz1ah King of Fudah in the beginning, of his Reign 
did that which was right-in- the hght of the Lord, though not. with a 
perfe& heart,” 2 Chros, 25, 2, and was obedient to the Prophet which 
God ſent unto him, ver. 10, but when he had ſubdued his enemies,and 
was eſtabliſhed in the Throne, he turned away fromthe Lord to 1do- 
latry,. and perſiſted therein preſumptuouſly againſt the reproof of the 
Prophet, who reproved him from the Lord,. and was fully reſolve] to 
26 on in his wickednels ; after which the People of Jeruſalem conſpired 
againſt him, to put him to death, but he underſtanding their intention 


fled to Lachiſh, where they ſent after him andflew him. 


Obje&. But the Text ſayes, they conſpired againſt him; 7s it not 4. 


wicked thing to conſpire againſt any one ? 
Sol. The word tranſlated Conſpiracy in its proper and native ſignifi. 


cation, imports no More than a -vare combination or joyning together ; 
aud 


itfelf veither, good noxeexil, 
| the Conſpiracy is, ſo'is the ſen(e' of -the 

. word: mepn eb ole that.this was a good Copfpiracy, becauſe they 

reg execute Judgment according to the Law of God,  withouc 

ret the ns of the Mighty. The Law was, That whoewer ſerved 
| 4 put tvdrath by the People, Deut:17.7. eAmaziab was 
gil of * Chron. 25, 14; therefore the People did no-more than 
2d romifianded them to do. | Ror from the time that be thus wic- 
kedly turned away from the Lord to Idolatry, conſpired againft 
| reury & and Jeng him, And that it was a publick ation, and ſeriouſly 
tmed,is manifeſt; becauſe the People were ſo many, 
ap og Gn in'to' fly from his Palacey-and ſhelcer himſelf from it © 
band of "Juſtice at La-kiſhy and the Peopte ſent thither after him and 
him to death ; and when they had executed the Law of God upon 
him, they brought him back to Jer»ſalem, and buried him, and fet his 
ſon upon'the Throne, & no'man was called to account for it afterwards. 

Ob). Big how could he be put to-death as a Malefattor, ſince it 4 ſaid, he 
did'that which was right inthe fight of the Lord + 2 Chren, 26.4. 

"Sol. That was meant of the beginning of his-Reign,, or the former 
part : bnt at laſt he turned from Sod to Idolatry, and for that was juſt- 
Iy put to death, 2 Chror.25.27, 

Exam. 6. Uzziah the fon of Amaziab, began his Reign well in out- 
ward appezrance, as his father Minazcah. had dane, but when he was 
ſtrong, he grew proud, and would offer Incenſe, which belonged only 
fo the -Priefts- Office ; eAzarrah the Prieſt, never ſtood to wart for an 
extraordinary call, nor makes any ſcruple 'of refiſting the King in an 
unlawful ation, but takes fourfcore valiant Priefts with him, and they 
moſt refoturely withſtood. bin, and woutd norguffer him to violate the 
Law of Go@: he was highly enraged that his Subjets (ſhould dare- to 
withſiand him ; they value not his anger ; the- Lord takes.their part, 
trikes him -with Leprohe; And mult þ he be favoured becauſe he was a 
Kino ?. far be it from thoſe valiant ſons of Levz to reſpect perſons in 
Jucgment, they were the true progeny and” fuccefiors! of thoſe worthy 
ſons of Lew, whoexecuted Judsement on- the Lord's behalf, Numb. 
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he did 


and "tis Treaſon and Rebellion- to withſtand and. lay on yotr 


- © Kins, | Bur alas ie was in vain thus to trifle with men of wiſdom and 


reſolution, who would not ſee the Law of God brflzd under any ſuch 
pretences ; They thruſt hims out. "And did the People 'cry out upon 
en. for Traytors and Rebz1s, becauſe- they executed Juſtice upon 
the King, like many ignorant perſons now-a-dayes, that underftand 
neither Reaſon nor Scripture in this caſe 2 no ſuch ching ; they beter 
underſtood the Law of God, and their own Duty, thinſo; for hewas 
t out'of the Congregation (as well as out of rhe Sanftuary) accord- 
ng to that Law, Namb.5.3. which commands the P-ople to putevery 
Leper out of the Camp or Congregation, and dwelt as a Leper' in 2 
ſeveral houſe to his death, according to that Law, Levie. x3,46. and 
deprived of his Government, and another oppetared to govern theLand. 
O9j. But the Text" doth not ſay exprefly, that the Prople put rims ont of 
the Congregation ; perhaps he might go away himſelf. ol! 
Sol, TheScripture doth not Rand upon mentioning every circum- 
Nance or nicety, but tells ySu enough to put it our of al queſtion, thar 
what puniſhment there is for the People, the ſame there is for the King. 
#22iab ſuffered the ſame puniſhment that the meaneft man in 1jrae! 
muſt have ſuffered inthe like caſe. 
' © 2, *Tis very OY that £z2;,aþ would have been willing of his 
own accord, to leave his Palace, and reſign his Government, and to 
live apart, as an outcaſt from the Lord's heritage, to be made a prefi- 


- dent to poſterity of ſuch an ignominious life, as we reade not any of 


his predeceſſors had led before him. 

© 3.* Bur if he did go away himſelf, it argues'that he knew. bis Royal 

Prerogatave, did not exempt him from ſuffering the wercms of the 

Law any more than another, And if he execured the Law upon him- 

ſelf, the People were prevented from the execution thereof, - If our 
C2 wicked 
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much more woul q 
. If U{x544h was deprived of his. Government upon the account of the 
Ceremonial Law: ; how. much more reaſon is there, to deprive ſuch. an 
one, who lives in-the continual. and preſumptuous violation of the Mo- 
ral Law, and moſt (if not all.) the Precepts of it? 
1f the faithful Miniſters of the Lord, have formezly been ſo valiant 
for the Truth, that they would not ſuffer a moſt mighty and renowned 
King, in the midſt of all his, Triumphs, with an Army of three hundred 
thouſand at his command, ſo mach as in one. ſingle at, to encroach up- 
onthe Ceremonial part of God's Worſhip ( though he perſecuted none 
for true Worſhip) but withſtood him to his face,. and zhraft him ont 
of the Temple : how much more reaſon is there, that the faithful Mi- 
nifters-and People of God, ſhould withſtand a wicked King , who aftex 
he hath taken a moſt ſolemn Oath, to eſtabliſh the pure Worſhip of God ac- 
cording to his Word, doth like a perjuied perſon, intrude, not upon one 
meats 2 God's Worfhip, but the whole ; offers violence, not to the 
ſhadowy, part, (as Kzziah did ) but to the ſubſtantials and vitals of God's 
Worſhip ; not in one ſingle a&t, but throughout his whole courſe,. for- 
bidding the Lord's Peopte to afſemble for Prayer and mutual edifica- 
tion in Faith and Holineſs, either publickly or privately, compelling 
th: Nation to falſe Worſhip, , and hath murdered hundreds of Saints in 
Rinking Priſons far worſhiping God according to his Word; and com- 
bine together to thruſt him out from his bloody Throne,. and not ſuffer 
him*any longer thus, preſumptuouſly to violate God's Worſhip, and 
murder his Saints ?. 
If a Leprous King might not be ſuffered to dwell among the Lord's 
People, but muſt be deprived of his Government for Leproke : La 
much, 


. [/ | : . 
that the People of rae! had to-punifh 


15% 

__ of the Law-b: abrogated, and conſe- 
eflion of it, -yert the Moral part 

of it- is (ill of force, and the puniſhmen:s due ro-the breach of ir. 

That Law, Gen;g. 6. reaches our caſe fully, He that ſheddeth mans blood, 

by man ſhall his blood be ſhed... $9 Numb, 35.35, the Loid ſayes-to the 


& People, Te ſhall take 0 ſatis fattion for: the life of 4 Murderer, And the 


Ex5rd hath forbid the PZople ro -reſpett perſons in Fudgement ;. to honour 
the perſon of the Mighty, (or,as the word is ſometimes uſed, the King) 
Levit,1t9.15, And we ought no more to accept-the Perſou of a King in 
the violation of the Moral Law, than they-qid in the violation of the 
Ceremonial. © God had forbid any but Priefts,. tro meddle with the 
Prieſts Office, they knew the King was not excepted ;. the Law ſaid, 
the Leper ſhould be put out of the Camp, and the King was not exempted, 
therefore they execute the Law upon him. If.the King be a Murderer, 
the Law of God doth not exempt him from death, any more than ano- 
ther. The Lord hath forbid all. Kings to encroach upon his Preroga- 
tive, of giving Laws to his Church ;- to abrogate his true Worſhip, to 
compeFrhe. People gg Sup2rſticion, to reftrain the- Preaching of the 
Goſpel, to ſuppreſs 'the ſaving Knowle1ge of Chriſt, to murder his 
Saints ; and ſhall.a wicked Tyrant,do all this, and much more wicked- 

neſs, under the title of Defender of the Faith, and pretence of Law, and 

eſcrp2 the righteous-ſentence of the Law of Gol ? 

O righteous Lord! ſupream Judge of Heaven and Earth,with whom 
there's no refped&t of perſons, Didft thou inſpire thy Saints of old with 
ſuch Zeal: for thy Worſhip, Valour for thy. Truth, Love to thy Law; 
that rather that» one branch of the ſhadowy part thereof (which for its 
weakneſs is fince vaniſh:d ) ſhould once. be violated, a mighty and 
victorious King- muſt be theuft out of the Sanctuary, andafterwards 
deprived of his Government : and ſhall ic now be. judged Treaſon, 
to execute thy Judgments written, . upon a perjured ard preſumptuous 
Tyrant, who tramples all thy holy Moral immutable Laws, as well as 
Evangelical Precepts, under his unholy feet ; that frames miſchief by 
his own Laws, contrary to thine, and (till is- breathing out Slaughters 
and making havock. of thy Church ? 

Oler-thy People once diſcern their duty in this caſe. Open,O Lord, 


their underſtandings, that they may underfiand the Scriptures, and 
knowWy 
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ie People may, yea are bound. to 
nz according to the.nature of his 


ing,” yea very ofcen 
© Jablice upon him. 
They willingly walked after the commandment, Hoſ. 5. 10, 11, The ten 
Tribes walked ſo long in the wayes of their wicked Kings, till God ſent 
them captives into eAſſyria, '2 Kings 17. 8, to 19. So did the two 
. Tribes, x Chron. 36; 14, to 22, Ir was with the People of 1/racl, as it 
1s with other Nations, they are not alwayes alike affected with Truth 
and Juftice ; miny wicked Kings they did puniſh, and more they oughc 
to have puniſhed, if they had bzen alwayes valiant for Truth, and fauuh- 
Ful to God and his Law : For the Law was -alwayes the ſame : And 
that Command, to have no reſpett of perſons in Tudgment, was alwayes 
obligatory. - I could produce many Prefidents of 6ur own, Conntry- 
men, who have executed Juttice- upon wicked Kings, though this pre- 
ſent Age hath been ſo much diftempered, as to count! that Treaſon, 
which their wiſer Anceſtors kneyy to be Juſtice; and to condemn them, 
by whoſe Valor and Juſtice they enjoy any fragments of Liberty, which 
CMagraCharta contains ; though it may be @ ſerious Quettion, whe- 
ther rnere be any branch of ir that 1s not violated-by the preſent Go- 
vernment, or (to ſpeak more ttuly ) 7 yranny ? 
ObjeRA.2, 


"pe me, for is afterwards themſelves # _ 
+. Sol. We never Read of apy char were puni 
Law of God upon Wicked Kings, thac I remember ; or if rhey were, 
 *nodoubr bur chey had great Injury done them. The Amalch, 


R (az) EA © 
. 2, But why then dowe Read A ſome who ſlew wicked Kings were 


ed for Executing the 


: . 'terhiat 
flew $2, had no mnrention to Execuce Judgement upon him, 2 Sam, x, 


"20. he did ir under aprererce of pitry ro.Sayl, molt likely roengratiace 
- himſelf with Darid;- for he corges prefently with his Crown ro Darid. 
© If avyy manwerea pain and miſery, and ſhould ſpeak ro another ro kill 


him with a Sword, it were an unlawful thing; However this dorh noc 
Took like a piece of Juſtice Executed upon Sax! for his Wickedneſle. 


© . The Amalekzte died for killing Sau! unlawfully, there was no*Law to 


Warrant him to kill a man becauſe he did bid him. 
| Ammons Servants flew him in his own Houle, and were put to death 
for ir, 2 Chron. 33. 24. In like manner Zimri who was Elahy. Servant, 


' flew his Maſter, 1 Kings 16. 9, 10. and was afrerwardsbeſeiged by the 


People in Tirzab where he burned himſelf; No doubt bur theſe were 
Wicked Men, and were falſe rotheir Maſters, precending to ſerve them 
and promiling to protet chem, and in the mean while ſeeking to lay 
'them. ' Suppoſe any Gentleman had Ravilhed a Maid, and deſerved 0 
dyeby the Law of God, and the Nation, Dext. 22, 25. and ſhould fly 
for ir, and hire a Servant roatrend him, or change his dwelling, and 
obſcure himſelf, were ir Lawful for his Servant to ſtab him, or cur his 
throat? No *were Treachery, Perfidiouſnefſe, and great Abominari- 
on, becauſe he took Wages to proreR him z So in theſe Caſes, *twas not 
Lawful for Servants to kill their Maſter, bur ifthe People had pur them 
ro Death it had been Lawful, and Commendable. Two of Foaſt his 
own Servants killed him upon, his Bed, moſt likely rhey were of his 
Bed-Chamber, 2 Chron. 24, 25, and though they made the blood of the 
Sons of Fehoiada their prerence, yer wirhourt doubt did ir upon ſome 
baſe account or other, and were therefore pur to death. And whereas 
*ris ſaid, they conſpired againſt him for the Mood of the Sons of Feb: ixd.z 
thar lignifies Gods intention nor theirs. God intended by them tore- 
venge the blood of the Sons of Jchoiada, bur they had a Wicked baſe 
intention in ir, and are therefore called Murderers by the Spiric of God, 
2 Kings 14. 6, It will nor follow hence, that the People who are Com- 
manded by God roExecute Judgement upon all Offenders wichour re- 
ſpe&t of Perſons are murderers ; that thoſe who pur ro death Amaziah, 

echariab, Athaliah were murderers; There was no Law for a mans 
own Servants whom he maintained for his proreCtion ro kill their Ma- 
ſter, when, and how they pleaſed ; Bur there was a Law for the Peo- 
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topurth death all chat had committed any thing worthy of Death 
ha qa yoda ale NE PREM! a” 
_ ObjeRt. | 3. David would not ſtretch ENTRY an any on 
a wicked King and a murderer , . and ſaith who canſtretch forth bis hand a- 
gainſt the Lords Annoimed, and be pus leſſe, x Sam. 26. 9; x1. 
Sol.” 1. Thiswas a private Caſe, Seu? hunted after Davids Life, 


and would have been farisfied therewith, and Davit might have pre« 
ſerved himſelf other wayes befides killing $2#1.; he could fly for 


itas then he did. ' He did not_ undertake to avenge the blood of the 
Priefts which Sauthad ſhed, but onely ro defend himſelf, and ina cafe 
of ſelf-defence it is unlawful to kill any man, if I can fave my ſelf by 
flight, as David could then ; for Sau/and his men were aſleep, and 
Did might have gone away undiſcovered. In rhiscafe no man<could 
have ſlain the Lords Annointed, and have been guiltlefſe ; neither 
was it Lawful to kill any private perſon in ſuch a caſe. Suppoſe you 
heard thar ſuch or fuch a perſon ſought to kill you, and lay aſteep in 
the High way, where he Imagined you would come, were ir lawful for 
you to go and kill him ?-No, if you did, you nwft dye for it; you mighr 
go another way, or ſtay within door, you have no warrant to kill hin, 
But ſuppoſe Sax! had come unawares upon David, wirh his  fword 
drawn to kill kim, and David could not have fled for ir, think you Da- 
vid would not have fought for his Life wich him ?_Why elfe did he lead 
an Army of fighting men, and was Captain over them ? Tis ridiculous 
ro Imagine, that David who led an Army for his defence, would have 
ſtood fill and let Saw! fnurder him, 

2, But ſuppoſe Dawid had thought that in no caſe it were lawful co 
have ſlain Saw!, yer if the Law of God ay otherwiſe, it was Davids 
errour, and the Law of God were Juſt and Righteous. The Apdſtles 
that had been converſant with Chrift all the rime before his death, and 
had heard him fpeak Þ often of his Reſurreion, yer after his death 
knew not the Scriptures that he muſt riſe again, Fobx 20, 9g, Monarchy 
was lately come in uſe among rhe People of Iſrael, and perhaps David 
as yer might not underſtand the Scripture, what the Law of God en- 
joyned ; the Law of God is to be our Rule, and we muſt try as well 
the ſayings of good men, as their Attions thereby ; The Law of God 
coping the People to have flo reſpe&t of perfons. in, Judgement, 
Deut. 16, 19. not ro honour the perſon of the Mighty in Judgemeyt, 
Levit. 19.15. That Word tranſlated Mighty doth often in Scripture 
ſignifie the King. - Now if the Law of God fay the King is nor ro be 


excepted, and David ſhould ſay otherwiſe, we are to beheve the Law of 


God before him, 
And 
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And indeedic feems co kia ch @ Bk was 25 yet not rjn« 


-- Readhedia chis poinr, becauſe his heart finore him when he had cur off 


the zkirr of Sazis Robe, x Som, 24.5. which he had done onely ro 
convince Sawl, tharhe meant no malice towards him, in which calc he 
probable mean to ly Fouls Rage an) been guilcy ; For that was a 
e 
_f 


means to allay Sawis Rage and Malice towards him, when he 
ce thar he might have cut off his head,8& would do no more then 
cnc off a piece of. his skirr, and fo alikely means ro preſerve his own 
Life ; and in ſuch a caſe of necefliry a man-maydo a greater thing then 
that wichourt fiu, David himſelf to farisfic bickun er, took the Shrew- 
bread which was not lawful for him &o do in caſe, Mat. 12. 4. 
if to fatisfie his hunger he might car che Shrew-bread co fave his Life, 
he might much more cur offa piece of Sanls $kirr, 
Objet, 4. . But why was not David put to Rank for murdering Uriah, 
If it be the dnty of the People to Execute the Law of God mpon Wicked Kings. 
$91, Becauſe God had ſaid he ſhould not dye, 2 Sam. 12, 13. God 
the ſupream gh nm pardon whomhe pleaſech, and who dares 
contradithim. Gods command (if ir interpole) can diſpence with 
any Law. God could make ir Lawful forthe Ifraclices ro borrow of 
the Egyptians, and never reſtore agam;” For Abrabam to kill his 
Son ; rags God ſaw good: to pardon David, and who ſhould 
im to Deach , when God'had ſaid he ſhould nor dye, 
Bur thongh God may -pardon whom he pleaſech, we may nor, 
he hath not allowed us to mom a Murderer, he hach commanded us 
ro takeno ſarisfation for the life of a Murderer, Nm. 35.31. Whboſo 
ſheddeth mans blood, by man ſhall bis blood be ſhed, Gen. 9.6. Ngneex- 
cepted. : If any onecan prove that God hath pardoned him in particu- 
lar for murder, and there be infallible evidence of ir, a Prophet ſenr ro 
rell us fo from God rhar he ſhall nor die, iris unlawful to put him ro 
deach, otherwiſe, ic is unlawful co take any fatisfaRion for the life of a 
Murderer whoever he be, 
ObjeRt. 5. Duth not David ſay againſt thee onely have T fnned, Pal, 
I. itþ + . : 
; $o/, The meaning is againſt thee Principally ; for the word onely 
is often raken in thar ſenſe, borhin Scriprure and our common diſ- 
courſe, T/aack is called Abrahams onely Son, Gen. 22. 2, that is his 
Principally beloved Son, For he had mac! atthe fame time, 1 Kings 
15. 5. David did that which was right in the fight of the Lord, and 
turned nor alide from any thing he commanded him, ſave onely in 
the matrer of Uriah, That is, he turned alide moſt notoriouſly in 
that bulineſs; That was his-.onely fin, that is, his chief 1n, for the 
Scriprure 
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bath /recorded many- other fins of Davids beſides that. 
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] Kings 31. Fight onely with the King of Iſrael, thax is, princi- 
ly ; 0a 3 8. Thi Ga et ods ochncadoo things. 
in 


me is, Principally, te is the Principall efticienr eauſe; yer we read 
char $repbert did in many great wanders; and miracles, 4&#s 6,8. Moſes, 
the Prophets, and Apoſtles alſo. So Prov. 21. 5. The t $ of the 
haſty tend onely ro want, rhart is principal; For they'rend ro many 
other evils beſides 'wanr, Thus frequently is the word uſed in the 
New Teſtament alfo, Rom. 16, 27. God is ſaid to be onely wiſe , Rev, 
15. 4. Heonely is ſazd to he boly, Jet weread of wife men, Prov. 13. 20, 
wil Virgits. att.' 25. 2. Holy men, Exod. 22. 3x. Holy Prophets, 
Atts 3. 21. Holy Brechren, x Thef. 5. 27. the meaning is, God is 
Principally wiſe and holy, theres none fo wiſe and holy as he, x Sam. 
2.2. 

The. meaning is not that D2vid had finned againſt none but God, 
for he had finned againſt himſelf, x Cor. 6. 18. and againſt Uriah 
whom he murdered, and Bathſheba, whom he defiled, and ought to 
have dyed for his fin, had not the Lord: ſent a Prophet to fignihie his 
pleaſure, rharhe ſhould not die. Which was-an extraordinary caſe, 
and therefore no prelidenr; if God ſhould have faid any private perſon 
( that had deſeve41 death by the Law ) ſhould nor die, the people had 
had noPower to put him to death, after Gods mind were known. 
If this place ſhould be- underſtood as the Prelates would have ir, a 
King may commit. Ad#ltery wich any, mans Wife that he pleaſerh, 
murder any whom he ſees good, burn his Countrey as Nero did Rome, 
and-yer nor fin againſt the people. An opinion more abominable 
then rhe very Devil is guilty of. 

Objet. 6. But doth not the Lord command the People of Iſrael to 
live peaceably under the King of Babylon, and-pray for the peace of the 
City, where they were carried captives, Jer. 29, 7. yet the king of Ba- 
bylon was a Tyrant. 

Sl. 1. This was a ſpeciall and extraordinary caſe ; F#d2b had moſt 
grievoully provoked God by Idolatry, and perliſted in their rebellion 
preſumpruoutly, againſt all the Meſſengers of God, mocking and de- 
ſpiling rhem, for which the Lord gave them up into the hands of the 
King of Babylon, for the ſpace of 70 years ; and ſent a Prophet totell 
chem ſo, and commanded them to ſubmic ro his yoke, rill char 70. years 
were out, Fer. 25.11. Nay ir ſeems that the world was grown to wic- 
ked at char time, that God ſent this Nehuchadnezar as a ſcourge, and 
plague toall che Nations round about z For the aforeſaid ſpace of 70 
years, was determiued upon the reſt of che Nations, as well as Joutab, 
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u__ that would not put their necks anderhis yoke, ; Op 
not: us eo ſubmit our'n 


1: *_ , 14 - . ; was i 
1, God hath not ſent « Prophet-to acquaint us, that ir i8his will we 
ſhould ſerve him ; not ungmker Oar upon the People of England, 
to ſerve him and his ſon, andhis Cons ſon, ag he did upon ihe Peopte 
of Fudah, to ſerve Nebuchadnezaar and his ſons. * When the Lord's 
were oppreſſed by Tyrants, and the Lord had not forbid them 
to caſt off their yoke, they took the firſt opportunity they had to deliver 
themſelves. They were for their fins delivered into the hand of the 
King of Meſopotamia, Moab, Canaan, and other Tyrants, and ſerved them 
for-divers years; but as ſoon as God put an oppartunity into their hands, 
they roſe up againſt thoſe Tyrants, and revolted from them, Fudg.z, $, 
10,15,28,-$So when Rehoboom threatned to oppreſs them,they Sepoled 
him from the Government ; and, as ſoon' as they had an opportunity, 
they put to death eLfhevah, who was guilty of Tyranny and Murder. 
And much mote reaſon there is for the People of England to and 
put to death one who hath murdered hundreds of innocent perſons. _ 
2. Though the People of Judah were commanded to ſerve Nebuchad- 
ez.2ar, yet they were not commanded to ſubmit to him, if he offeretl 
to compel them to a Superſtitious Worſhip, or to murder them or their 
friends, for the Trwe Worſhip of Ged, Servants ate not bound to ſubmit 
to their Maſters in theſe caſes, but may lawfully ftand upon their own 
defence, and are bound to reſcue one another from the cruelty of their - 
Maſter (. if he offer ſuch intolerable injury to any of them ) if itlie in 
their power. But we are none of this preſent Tyrants ſervants, but he 
ours. The People of Fuiab did not make Nebwchadnezzar King,neither 
had he the wages,by which his Empire was ſupported, from them. This 
man had his Power from the People of Erg/and, and is maintained by 
them ; and yet, if we were his ſervants, it were our duty to reſcue our 
fellow-ſervants out of his crwel hands, & not ſuffer them tolle languiſh- 


ry 


ins in filthy Priſons, and be nwrdered one after another,as now they are. 


3. God had ſer a prefixed time of ſeventy years, and told the People 
that they ſhould not be delivered cill that time was out ; but after that 
ſeventy years was expired, Judah and the reſt of the Nations-were not 


bound to ſerve the King of Babylon, but might lawfully caft off his yoke; 


and ſerve themſelves of him, as he had ſerved himſelf of them before, 
Fer. 25.14, But God hath not made known any prefixed time to Eng- 
{and how-long this Tyrannous yoke ſhall abide upon our necks , and 
therefore we may caſt it oft as. {00n as we can, 

D ObjeR.7. 


necks ro- the cruet yoke of this preſen 
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oo _ *- Bat datb not the Goſpel enjoyn« th patient ſuffering of evil ? 
: I, 19 Rom,s2 asf $1951.249- TN 4. If 
. /; :8pt, x. The Goſpel, doth ;no more. enjeyn -us' to be patient toward 
wicked Magiſtrates,than other wicked men, The Command is generat, 
-Be patient toward all wen, 1 Theſſ, 5.14: But you do not think this Com- 
, mand binds to.ſuffer any wicked: men-to ſpoil us of our Etates, Liber- 
-ties,or-Lives, if we car hinder them > no more doth it bind us toſuffer 
Wic iftrates to do yiolence-unto us. | 
- --2. The Goſpel doth-not abſolutely enjoyn us to ſuffer patiently, but 
conditionally, If che will of God be ſo, x Pet.3.17, Mark the expreſſion, 
We are not bound to ſuffer patiently if it be the will of wicked men to 
injure us; for there would b no living in the world, if we were bound 
to Rand Rill and let any man that would, rob, wound,or kill us. But if 
the will of God be that we ſhould ſuffer, then we muſt ſuffer patiently. 
Therefore Chriſt would not ſuffer the Fews to ſtone him, when it was 
their will to have done it, Fohn 8.59. but when he knew it was his Fa- 
ther's-will he ſhould ſuffer them to crucifie him, he did patiently ſuffer it. 

Queſt. But how may we know whether the will of God be ſo,that we ſhould 
ſuffer this or that injury, which wicked men offer unto w ? \ 

Anſw, 1. Extreordinarily, by Revelation, If God be pleaſed to re- 
veal it unto us. by his Spirit, as he did to Paul, Ats 21.11, that he ſhould 
be bound at Teruſalem : and ſo many of the Martyrs by Dreams, Voices, 
andVifions had it revealed to them that they Could ſuffer for the Name 
of Chriſt. 

2, Ordinarily, If we have no ſuch revelation of God's-will, then we 
may know it by the-providential diſpoſition of thingg, If God hath de- 
prived us of all lawful means of avoiding ſuffering, ſo that we mult ei- 
ther fin or ſuffer, then we muſt chuſe ſuffering rather than ſix, Job 36,21, 
but if God hath put any lawful mgans into our hands. to avoid ſuffering, 
then we are not to ſuffer. If God hath ſo hedged up our way that we 
cannot flee, or defend our ſelves, and thereby avoid ſuffering, but muſt 
Xenounce our Profeflion, break our Promiſe, betray our Cauſe, or 
Friends, or do ſome other evil to eſcape, then. we are to ſuffer pati- 
ently : but if wicked Rulers offer. to oppreſs or deſtroy us,and God hath 
put into-our hands, means of ſelf-preſervation, we are thankfully to 
make uſe of them. Elyab flzd from bloody Jezabel,x King.19,3. Eliſha 
ſtood upory his own defence, and bid th2m bruiſe the meſſenger inthe door 
that came to apprehend him, though the King were at his heels, 2 K;»g. 
6. 32, David took up Arms in his own defence, and made war With that 
wicked Tyrant Saxi, 1 Chr,12,1, And ſo may we lawfully do,to defend 
our ſelves from that cruel Tyranny and Oppreſſion we groan under, 

3. Patient 


- oY w 23 * 


> © 534 


| ns (27) | 
3. Patient ſuffering, Sof-yreſervation, and the execution ce; 
w-lt agree togerher . There is a ſeaſon for the one, ind « of af may 
other. The gu. wore 1 0g; {ove every fruirn its ſeaſon, Plal. 1,3, There 


is 4 ſtaſon for every thing, Eccl.z. 1, When God puts into our hands an 
opportunity to defend our ſelves, or execute Judgement upon Male- 
factors, ther thoſe duties ase in ſeaſon : And when God deprives us of 
alt lawful means of eſcaping, then is the ſeaſon For -parienr ſuffering. 


» 
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" Iris the uſual policy of Satan to ſet one part of the Scripture againtt an- 


other, and one duty againlt another, thereby'to confound mens judge- 

nts and lead them our of the way. And in this latter age of the world 
when he ſees Juſtice bzgin to return to Righteouſne(s, and the upright 
in h2art to follow it, he ſets Patiexce to-oppoſe it; and endeavours to 
perfwade the People chat Gol requires them to be patient, while he and 
bis inſtruments carry on all manner of injuſtice. For he knows full well 
thac if once the Peoj-l2 com? to be rightly inftruted inthis point of the 
Execution of Tuftice his kingdom cannot ftand long. But theſe duties do 
not at all oppoſe one the other, We mult ſuffer patiently if God call us 
to it ; and we mult not therefore negle& ro exrcure Judgment, and deliver 
the Spoiled ont of the hand of the Oppreſſar, Jer. 22. 3. todelrver thoſe that 
are unjuſtly drawn to death, and are ready ta be ſlain, Prov, 24.11, 

OH. 8. But doth not the Goſfiel forbid ws to avenge onr ſelves ? and the 
Lord (ay, Vengeance is mine, and I w || repay > Rom, 12.19, | 

Sol. x1. Though w2 may not avenge our ſelves, yet we may defend 
our-ſelves from T yranny and Oppreſſion. 

2. This forbids us to revenge our own private quarrels;not to avenge 
the Lord and his Pzople-upon his and their enzmies, for that is a righ- 
reous thing and well-pleating'to God, The Lord forbad the People to 
avenge themſelves in a private caſe, Lev.r9.18. but commindedthem 
to avenge him and /ſrae! on the Midianites, Numb, 31. 2,3, This Ven- 
&2Ance 18.no other but the execution of Fuſtice upon Malefattors, and is no 
way contrary to the Goſpel, When the People execute Juſtice upon 
wick2d Kings and Murderers, they avenge God, and their Brethrens 
blood, 2 Kings 9. 7. And this is a-duty enjoyned by the Law of God, 
as I have proved at large. 

Obj. 9. But doth not the Apoſtle forb:d us to recompence evil. for evil ? 
Rom.12.17; 1 Thefl.5. x5. 

Sol, To do Juſtice upon MalefaQors is not evil, but good ;- yea,one 
of the beſt ations that we can-perform. Ir is more acceptable to God 
than Sacrifice, Prov. 21.3. All the duties of Worthip which men per- 
form, are vain, abominable, and hateful to rhe Soul of God, if they-neg- 
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Lord to:the People of v, 10. and ca{letbem People of Go- 
: bane > tt cg mmltitude of their duties of hor" uf to 
mo purpaſy, their Dbtationt wars, their Incenſe abomination, their Aſſemblics 
and: Mertings iniquity - That his Soul bated their New-Momni and 
Feaſts, and that they wert a trouble to him, and be was weary to bear them, 
Beoawſerhey did not Relieve the Oppreſſed. Think of this you that are 
zeatous for Duties of Worſhip,and inthe mean while todo what 
hes in you to' relieve your-poor: _—_— Bretbren that are ready to 
periſh/in Priſons and Baniſhment. 1 mean thoſe who will not obey that 
Command of "delivering the Spoiled ont of the hand of the Oppreſſor, be. 
cauſe rhere is much hazard and danger in ſo Noble an Knderiaking, For 
if. men ask their own conſciences the truth, they will anſwer, that car- 
 nalfear; \{elf-love 'andearthly-mindednelſs is that which binders them 
from engaging therein. And were they ſure there were no danger in it, 
- they would be quickly ſatisfied of the lawfulneſs, - 

. bj. 10. But the Goſpel commands us to bleſs them that curſe us, and 
pray for them that drFfirefully uſe us, and per ſecute us, and do good to thens 
that hate #: ? Wat.5. 44. 

Sol. We may do all this,and yet defend our ſelves from wicked men, 
and execute Juſtice upon them. We muſt pray for our Perſecutors that 
God would turn their hearts, and pardon their fins if it be his will; and 
yet this doth not forbid us'to deliver the ſpoiled and oppreſſed Servants 
of God out of their hands; to deliver thoſe whom they unjuſtly draw 
ro death, or to hinder them from murdering our Brethren, If owr exc- 
ies hunger we may give them bread ; nay, though they be Murderers, 
yet while they live and are under our power, we muſt give them neceſ- 
faries for life : but will it therefore follow that we muſt not execute 
Juſticeupon them? V Vho ſees not the vanity of theſe Obje&ions ? 

Obj. 11, - But the Goſpel i a Goſpel of Peace, and commands us to ſec 
Peare and enſue it, 1 Pet. 3. 11, and ſayes, He that takes the Sword, ſhall 
periſh by the Sword, Mat. 26, 52. 

Sol. x, The Goſpel requires us, 45 meh as in us lies, and, if it be poſ- 
ſible to live penceably with all men,Rom.12.18,” bur there are many caſes 
wherein it 1s not poſſible for the Lord's People tolive peaceably, when 
they do all that lies in them to enſue Peace. For the Goſpel joynes 
Peace and Righteonſneſs together, The Goſpel doth as ſtrifly enjoyn 
Righteouſneſs as Holineſs, Luke 1. 75. Righteouſneſs 1s a great branch 
of that {ſervice we owe to God, and therefore we are frequently com- 
manded to follow after Righteouſneſs as well as Peace and Patience, 1 Tim, 
6.11, 27;9.2. 22, Now if wicked men will pervert Righteouſneſs, 
and leave it off, {mos 5.7, yet the Lord's People muſt not do ſo, bp 
tney 


that departeth 


reſly ſpeak of War that (ould be between 


2." The Goſpel doth 
In the former part 


wicked Tyrants and th 
War, the 5:af or Antichriſtian Tyrants were to overcome the: 
Rev,.x3. 7- which. hath been m 


ord's People. 


y 
good in Germany, Rraly, and other 
Countries, But in the latter-part of the War the Saints hall over- 
come'the Antichriſtian Tyrants by the help of the Lamb, / Rev. 17. 14. 
tmade good in Predmont, Bohemia, Halland, 
land, Scortdnd, and will be ſuddenly fulfilled, as I am verily perſwa 
For ſurely the deſtruction of Antichritt cannot be faroff, and the Lord 
hath expreſly commanded his People, to reward Babylon as ſhe 
warded them, Rev.18.6. that is, as the Antichriſtian Tyrants have led 
the Saints into captivity, and killed them with the {wor@z. {o ſhall the 
Saints lead them into captivity, and kill them with the ſword, 

And whereas itis obje&ted, He that takes the Sword, ſhall periſh by the 
Sword ; it is evident that the meaning of that is, That if the Diſciples 
did take the Sword, to fight for our Saviour, 'and to reſcue. him from 
ifh in their raſh attempt; becauſe it was deter- 

mined before that Chrilt ſhould ſuffer : for Chriſt bid them ſell their gar= 
ments to buy ſwords, which they under(tood to be for his defence, where- 
as he meant for their own, not to hinder him from that death which.tis 
Father had commanded him to undergo. But Chritt doth not mean to 
forbid the Saints to take a two-edged Sword in their hands, to execate 
the Judgments written in the Law of God upon wicked Kings, which 
the Lord hath foretold his Saints ſhall do, Pſal. 149. 5. to the end. 

Obj. 12, But i not the Magiſtrate [aid to bear the Sword ? Rom.r;. 
4, how then can the People take the Sword againſt him ? 

Sol.1. The Magiſtrate doth not bear the Sword abſolutely to do what 
he pleaſeth, but conditionally, to praife them that do well, and puniſh then; 
that do evil, Rom. 13.4, not tor the Peoples hurt, but good. Now if he 
uſe the Sword tv hurt the People, to puniſh rhe Righteaus, te flay the 
Innocent, he forfeirs 21s 11ghtto it, D 
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Sword to their in- 
-puniſh-him with 

I; for e 1 r delivered 
tion, he:returped it to bind again with 
Z 4o. well, uſe it for me; if ill, againſt 
canſe it i the more withgd for one that 


, # i 


much the more 


: gewerns over all, "tocran{greſ<the Law himſelf. 
5 - + _Obj. 13, But why then 4:4 the primitive Chriſtians ſuffer ſo patiently un- 
*S »dev/Tyr ants, and judged it unlawful to refiſtrhew, chuſing rather to die than. 
nornt 6 any 


Soi. 1 donot believe that it can. beproved that the Chriſians were 


irva capacity.of refiſting their tyrannous Governours for the firſt three 
hundted years , for the whole power of the Empire was againſt them, 
and they a very inconſiderable number to oppole the multitude of all 


Nations. I know many affirm they could have defended themſelves, 


bit I'find no proof of 1t, . 
2,” But there are ſeveral Prefidents that are mentioned by learned 
Authors of the Promitive Chrift:4ns, who when they had an opportunity 
didtake up Arms againſt their Governours, They roſe in Arms againli 
Licing their Emperor, and in Perſea againſt the King of Perſia. 

3.. But ſuppoſe _ did judge it unlawful, . it doth not follow there- 
fore that- ir was.ſo. It 1s poſſible that as many other miſtakes crept 
early into the Church, ſo might this. Tertulliay thought it unkawful to 
flee in caſe of Perſecution; it doth not follow therefore it is ſo. The 
Law of God muſt be our Rule, it is that which muſt determine the 
caſe, whether lawful or unlawful, Now I have fully pxoved ont of 
God's Law, that it is rot only the Peoples liberty, but duty, to exe- 
cute Fudgment upon the Mighty, wichout any reſpect of perſons ; and 
we have many preſidents of Scripture how the Lord's People have exe- 
cuted Judgement upon wicked Kings according to the Law, and the 
ſure Word of Propheke. The Scriptures of Tr1uch muſt be” our Rule, 
and not the Judgment of any men, | 

4. And I could bring many Preſidents of the Lord's People of late 
years fince the Reformation begun by Martin Latber, yea ſome hun- 
dred years before, who have took up Arms againſt their Governors, to 
defend themſelves, and execute Juſtice, 

The Bohemrans and Moravians, near a hundred years b2fore Martin 
Luther's time, as Fox relates in his Atts and Monuments, entrd into a 
League and Covenant to avenze the blood of Fokn Hm and Jerome of 
: Praguey 
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by 032) | | 
4 ,who had yer top tor by the Emperor's Decree, andts 
"defend the Law of Gad, and his faithful Servants to the ſhedding of Their 
blood : and wh:nhe KingTent his Souldiers to (uppreſs their meecings for 
the Worſhip of God, they reſiſted them, and put them ro flight ; and drove 
away the Sup :»ſticions Prelates with all thzir Ronaiſh merchandize from among 
them, and cauted the Goſpe/ 0 be preached publickly contrary to the Emperors 
Decree : and tgok away the Riches from the prond l2y perſecuting Prieſfts 
Which they had unjuſtly gotten : and did declare, thit whoever gave main- 
tenance to the Canons, Prelates and idle Priefts, were 2ccurſed of God : ant 
charged the Prieſts with the [ame vices & enorms:rics that ours at this day are 
notoriouſly guilty of ; adminiltring S1ctamencs contrary to Chriſts inſtitu- 
tion, preaching ſuch things for Truth, as h1d no foundation in Scripture ; 
fitting in Spiritual Judgment, taking money of Adulrerers arid Whores; de- 
manding 7 ythes, contrary to'the Doarine of Chrilt and his Apolijes, and 
bringing men under the Ceremonial Law again. Theſe and many other Ar- 
ticles they laid to the charge, of the Priefts ; and becauſe of the T yanny of 
the Prieſts, & Rulers who joyned With them, to perſecute the faithful Pro 
feſſors of the Goſpel, they took up Arms in thetr own d:fence, and; to exe- 
cute Juſtice vp5n the Prieſts and their abetrors, and m1ke way for the free 

reaching, of the Goſpel, affirming that thzy did not believe there were any 
foly Convocation of Prieſts or Bithops for the common good of Chriltians, 
but to cloak their own Vices and Hzrefies with Hypocrihe, and hinder the 
Righteoufneſs of God, which was tongrary tothem, and that they were no 
holy Convocation, but a Congregation of Satan, "And it'is remarkable that 
there was the greateſt Preſence of God with them inthisWar that was ever 
heard of from the time of Chrilt cill rhat time : the Pope's-and Emperor's 
Armies were ſo terrified with the very appearance of thzm, thatthey have 
ſeveral times turned theiz backs & fi:d out of the field, not daring to Ririke 
a roke, when they have exceeded them in number very much, 


I could hive mentioned many Prefidents of thoſe famous and faithfull 


Witneſſes of Chrilt the Waldenſes, the Hollanders, Scots, French Proteſtants, 
and others, who have taken up Arms againſt their opprefſing Rulers, but 1 
am forced to paſs them by for brevicies fak2, HI could alto produce many 
Preſidents of our own Country-men,who have executed Juſtice upon their 

Kinzs, I ſhall only mention ſome that I have obſerved in our Chronicles, 
Vartigern King of the Britans ſpending his time im luxury & wontonneſs, 
and negle&ing the Commonwealth, was depoſed by the People, and Fore 
1:mer his ſon made King in his Read. Earick King of Kent, making war 
upon his SubjeRs, was ſlain by them in their own defence, Sigebert King 
of the Weſt Saxons, giving himſelf up to Luxury, and opprefhing the People 
by unreaſonable Taxes, and murdering one who reproved him, the People 
role up in Arms againſt him, depoſed him from the Government ; and he 
tor 
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of the People execute Juſtice up- 


ltitude in evil, Exod- 23.2. If the myl- 
2, Ir is very ſeldom the mul 
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